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Conciliation: News from ICfC  / Spring 2011
 
Letter from the President

Dear Friend,
 
This fall we will celebrate the 10th

anniversary of International Center for
Conciliation (ICfC).  Simultaneously, our
nation will commemorate the same passage
of time since that meaning-shattering  event
of 9/11.We continue to hope that the 21st

century well might yet veer in a different
direction from what 9/11 symbolizes as its
launching event. The surprises of these past months in the Middle
East, North Africa, and the Gulf states - -  might they not encourage
such hopes?
 
The seething hatred and violent triumph expressed by the
perpetrators of 9/11 and those who applauded them - -  soon
recognized to have been Muslims, who had lived in our midst,
some for extended periods - -  changed everything. Soon the
battle against Muslim "radicalization" established protection rather
than prevention as the new standard of safety.
 
In this context, ICfC's founding members sought to provide an
organizational base for working with issues of identity and
memory in order to strengthen conventional -  yet faltering -
peacemaking efforts that emphasized interest-based questions,
such as border talks and compensation. With diplomats
negotiating over and armies fighting for territory and resources,
ICfC has for the past decade focused on bringing support to the
oft-neglected third sector of peacemakers: the "barefoot

Support  ICfC to strengthen its
programs worldwide.
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Helen Whitney's Film 
Forgiveness: A Time to Love 
and a Time to Hate
Airing Sundays, April 17 and 24
at 10 p.m. EST
 
It is our great
pleasure to
announce the PBS
airing of the long-
awaited documentary
Forgiveness: A Time to
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oft-neglected third sector of peacemakers: the "barefoot
conciliators" who use dialogue as a tool for building bridges of
trust and empathy with the "other."
  
Read more » 
................................................................................................

Israel Update

ICfC's Partnership with Ossim Shalom Flourishes;
Successful Programs in Beer Sheba, Haifa and Yaf fo
By Rebecca Chad, ICfC staff member

Amid failed peace processes, diplomatic disasters, and now
wide-spread turbulence shaking the entire Middle East region,
Arabs and Jews in Israel have been quietly revolutioniz ing their
relationships with one another. Recogniz ing the sense of
alienation the 20% minority population feels in Israel, ICfC has
made a concerted effort to build trust and empathy between Arabs
and Jews through its dialogue work to create a peaceful and
pluralistic Israel.
 
In 2010, ICfC built a solid relationship with a reputable Israeli
NGO, Ossim Shalom (OS), Social Workers for Peace and
Welfare, the largest peace oriented NGO of social workers in the
country. With a network of 1,500 Arab and Jewish social workers,
OS brings extensive local connections and highly experienced
professionals to the partnership, while ICfC provides critical
training in Historical Conciliation methodology. OS facilitators are
equipped with tools derived from the Historical Conciliation model,
expanding their ability to become even more effective facilitators
who can discuss difficult issues and generate empathy in multi-

Love and a Time to
Hate on  Sundays,
April 17 and 24  at
10 p .m. EST (che ck
local list ings) .
Directed by ICfC's
long- time friend
Helen Whitney, an award-winning
filmmaker, writer, and director with over
thirty years of experience producing
dramatic features and documentary
films, this powerful film explores the
timely, nearly ubiquitous applications
and limitations of the concept and
practice of forgiveness through a
compelling range of stories, from
personal betrayal to global
reconciliation after genocide.
 
Please take this opportunity to watch the
film and send us your thoughts via e-
mail, Facebook or Twitter.
 
Read full excerpt » 
..........................................
Upcoming Webcast
Dr. Hillel Levine, Thursday April 14
from 1-1:30 p.m.
  
ICfC's president Dr. Hillel Levine will
participate in a webcast on "What
make s a Re lig ion a Re lig ion of
Pe ace ?; the  Case  of  Judaism." If
interested, please feel free to join the
webcast here.
..........................................  Recent
Art icles
  
Check out this recent article   in
Haaretz ,written by Yosef Abramowitz ,
ICfC's Advisory Council member, and
Kher Albaz , ICfC's Senior Fellow and
International Trainer. This article
communicates how an entrepreneurial
association can enable Bedouins to
contribute to the environment through
growing and using solar energy in
Israel, while strengthening their
economic standing, educating their
children, and fully participating in a
pluralistic society. 
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ethnic communities. Together, ICfC and OS are forging to build
lasting peace at a grassroots level in Israeli society.
 
 Read full update »

Read summaries of workshops from: 
Beer Sheba Group  
Haifa Grassroots Leadership Group 
Municipal Managers from the Haifa Youth Authority  
Yaffo Women's Group 

................................................................................................

Cambodia Update
By Rothany Srun, International Fellow and Senior Adviser to the
Cambodia Program 

 
In early February this year, I returned to one of our project sites in
Kampot province to partake in bon samaki , a Buddhist ceremony
that is held to celebrate community solidarity. As the culmination
phase of our Training of Trainers (TOT) program, local
Cambodians had chosen to organize this particular ceremony,
which had not been held for years in this village. In October 2010,
ICfC began to implement this new program. Local villagers
received formal training in mediation and dialogue facilitation such
that discussions on the past would continue long after ICfC
stopped being active within these communities. After receiving
training, our local facilitators began implementing their own
dialogues on the past and, afterwards, organiz ing a community
activity as a way to build stronger relationships. Yet despite these
intentions, we had no way of telling whether we would truly make

 
ICfC Cambodia is highlighted in the
annual report of Extraordinary
Chambers of Court of Cambodia (ECCC,
also known as Khmer Rouge tribunal)
for its effective outreach work among the
rural Cambodians. See pages 8 and 9 of
this report: ECCC Report, February 2011  
 
..........................................
Recent  Events: 
'Glimmers of  Hope' Tour 
Nov 30 -  Dec 7, 2010

ICfC Senior Fellow and Trainer in Israel,
Mr. Kher Albaz , completed a successful
three-city speaking tour in Boston, New
York, and Washington, DC in early
December 2010. Sharing stories from
participants in ICfC's Historical
Conciliation workshops and his personal
experiences as a Bedouin in the Negev,
Kher affirmed the critical importance of
ICfC's work in Israel and inspired
audiences with his stories. Kher
imparted a clear, critical message about
making peace between Jews and Arabs
in Israel-  the  t ime  is now.

Read full event recap » 
..........................................
 
Updates f rom Our Fellows  
 
Read full updates about the recent work
and activity of our fellows »
 

Nir Eisikovit z    
Nir is currently working on
a new book on truces
tentatively titled: Kill Me
Tomorrow but Let Me Live
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an impact in the rural communities we worked with.
 
On the day I arrived in Kampot province, I sat under a traditional
Cambodian house catching up with many of the local villagers,
including one of our local facilitators. He began to explain the
details of the Buddhist ceremony to me, but his thoughts soon
began to stray to his own viewpoint on reconciliation and our work.
To him, this ceremony and our work in dialogue facilitation was
important and necessary in order to help restore broken
community relationships. As a former Khmer Rouge soldier, he
saw how difficult it was for other former Khmer Rouge cadres to
reintegrate back into society, and how they also needed help to
deal with their own traumas from that period. However, through the
duration of TOT, he saw some of the former Khmer Rouge cadres
opening up more about their experience. He became convinced
that reconciliation is indeed possible. He said, "Before, we could
tell that he feared the other villagers because he would never talk
to anyone. But today, he's changing. He is able to speak more to
other villagers.  I think that he is changing because of the support
and encouragement that the ICfC staff has given him, which has
made him less fearful."  In addition to strengthening his belief in the
work of ICfC, it also reaffirmed my own belief in the strength of our
work and the wide impact that we are making within these
communities.

 Read full update »

Read "stories of survivors" from workshop participants:
Mr. Kung Ny 
Mr. Nouch Mao 
Mrs. Hing Khon  
Mr. Tolors Tahat 

................................................................................................

Support  ICfC to strengthen its programs worldwide.
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 Join Our Network  
 

Tomorrow but Let Me Live
Today: Truces, Ceasefires
and the Decline of Peace.

  
 

Dagmar Kusa
This semester, Dasha
teaches Human Rights and
Globalization and Conflict of
Identities at the Bratislava
International School of
Liberal Arts in Bratislava,
Slovakia.   
 

Jina Moore
Jina works as a
freelance journalist and
is currently finishing a
year- long Fulbright
Fellowship in Rwanda.  
 
 
 
David Ramsey 
In addition to the private
practice of law, David is
actively volunteering as
a community mediator in
New York City. Recently,
he served on an anti-
hate crimes task force.  

 
 

Adam Saltsman
Adam is currently living
in Mae Sot, Thailand, on
the border with Burma 
where he is conducting
fieldwork for his PhD in
Sociology at Boston
College.  
 

 
 

Shant i Sat t ler
Shanti is currently
pursing her M.A. in
international studies and
diplomacy at the
University of London's
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University of London's
School of Oriental and
African Studies (SOAS).  

 
 

David Steele
This past year, David has
been serving as adjunct
faculty in the Masters
Program in Coexistence
at Brandeis University.   
 
 

..........................................

If you do not wish to receive further notifications of our periodic online newsletter, Click Here to send us an unsubscribe
email.
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